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List The Dean's List

SCIENCE

Zohreh Mohammadrezaee
Yosef Kalmanson
Youssef Samaan
Myriam Abikhzer
Setayesh Tavakol
Jacob Seguin
Sierra Mrozinski
Benjamin Cheng Tan
Benjamin Cohen
Asif Ali Khan
Simranjit Kaur
Tengjingyuan Li
Mariah Chapman
Lian Salah
Jane Robeck
Kevin Koueiki
Olivia Doulos
Kayla Hirsch

Gia Khanh Luong
Arina Panteleeva
Nicholas Andreas Moukas
Chana Natanblut
Omar Abouelmagd
Isaac Alberto Pavon Arguello
Adam Shizgal
Brianna Seecharan
Freyda Lipsh
Randal Zeledon Mora
Gabriel Sherrf
Arnelle-Ellecia Collins
Gregory Kasnakian
Timothy Amiel Espana
Escalante
Jonathan Taussky
Naomi Hirsch
Megan Pasquale
Meir Blanshay

SOCIAL SCIENCE

ARTS, LITERATURE AND
COMMUNICATION

Esther Rosenfeld
Luisa Ramirez Segura
Nicole Goldman
Michael Bloom

SPRINGBOARD

Nona Nouri
Amina Catruc
Alexandre LaRivière
Abiya Lilly Moncy
Kevin Wong

The dean's list recognizes excellence in academic achievement. These
students have maintained an average of 85% or higher in the fall 2020
semester (with five courses or more). 





Teacher: Samara Kornitzer
What is your favorite hobby? Reading, and hiking.
Where is your favorite spot in Montreal? My favorite spot in
Montreal is the bird sanctuary in Westmount.
Where is the first place you traveled to? The first place I 've visited
was Italy.

Teacher: Daniel Glassman
What are your hobbies? Writing, Reading, Cooking
Do you have a favorite book? There are too many to l ist! That's l ike
asking which of my best friends is my favorite friend!
Which restaurant is your most preferred? Deli 365
Where was your favorite travel? Spain
What is your favorite place in Montreal to visit? Mile End, Griff in
Town
Do you have a favorite Food? Shawarma, Smoked Meat, Smoked
Salmon

HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED WHERE YOUR TEACHER’S
DESKTOP PICTURE WAS TAKEN, OR WHAT FOOD THEY ARE
EATING DURING THE 15-MINUTE BREAK?

READ THIS ARTICLE TO LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR TEACHERS
AND WHAT THEIR LIVES ARE LIKE OFF SCREEN.

















With the fleeting days of growing up,
with the souls all dolled-up, (in a human body).
We search for the survival,
Survival of the sensations that woe you half,
Part in the path, you search for love in your heart.
Then you find the one that invades your head.
carrying all the emotions
A shelter to stay and food to eat,
In between all the apathetic
You find humans who you actually believe in
It anchor your souls
and attacks your hearts
Asks your brain and takes you too far
All the questions get answers and you feel so cordial
When you encounter somebody similar, it amalgamates your paths
Day by day it gets stronger
Strongest pace by far
Then feelings come in between
And it all gets deflected
A good and a bad some individuals are confused
Some confessing the truth,
Some mocking in disputes
The human connection to them is wrecked,
and the connections between it are left is left shattered.
So the spectators walked blindly on their way,
Never stopping to ponder it may be them soon after.



Fascination in complexity 
The human brain is known to be one of the most complex networks in the

universe, if not as complex as the universe itself. Containing bil l ions of signal-
transmitting neurons, these cells practically carry out all internal and external

functions in our bodies. 
 

How complex is the brain you might ask? To answer that question, scientists
ti l l  this day are sti l l  trying to uncover all the why’s and how’s that l ie deep

below the brain’s surface, one of which, is probably one of the most
fascinating phenomenons― Dreams. 

 
In order to understand some of these why’s and how’s that revolve around
dreams, we must first understand the basics of sleep, when and where do

dreams occur, and what exactly are they? Most importantly, what do dreams
convey about the brain itself when our bodies are at rest? 

Dreams: 
What goes on in our brain when our body is at rest? 

By Elizabeth Vykhodtsev



This is the restored capital of the
kingdom on the Twelfth Heaven. You may
be wondering what all of this has to do
with our troubles, both the isolation felt
during this pandemic and the larger
environmental crisis. I mentioned earlier
how this is about restoring perspective to
our bewildered spirits. You see the Light
beings are intimately intertwined with
humanity and are l inked to some of the
most important and spectacular events
that have occurred on this planet. From
the very genesis of mankind to the Great
flood that was to have erased our kind off
the face of the Earth! All prophets and all
saviors have known this truth.

These benevolent otherworldly beings
fashioned us from clay and breathed life
into our nostri ls. The reason for this act
of divine creation, however, was not
altruistic. They intended to use us as
laborers to mine gold because their
numbers had dwindled after the near
destruction of their planet. Toku could not
send any more of his subjects for the
important work being carried out on
Earth. When they first arrived on this
planet about 13000 years ago, only the
natural things l ike the primordial elements
existed along with the animal, plant, and
mineral kingdoms. Judging the already
existing creatures to be lacking reasoning
faculties and unsuited for the kind of
tasks they needed doing. The beings
sought the permission of their supreme
king to allow Nobu to devise a new life
form more capable of aiding them in their
efforts.

This imposing figure belongs to the one
called Eiya. Eiya was Nobu’s sibling and
was tasked by their father to assume the
role of Commander-in-chief of the
kingdom’s Earth expedition. This gentle
giant stood at 16 feet tall, had the head of
a bull, a heart of gold, and an
indestructible body. Just as wise as he
was mighty, Eiya was slow to anger and
praised stabil ity above all else. This
tendency caused him to be somewhat
stubborn and resistant to change. Eiya
was Toku’s favorite child because he was
dependable and steadfast, unlike his
sister whose every whim had her
changing course at any moment. He had
a track record of hoarding all manner of
beautiful and luxurious things, however,
that many disapproved of. Though he
ruled justly as Commander of the Earth
expedition, he was rigid and
unimaginative later when situations arose
that demanded adjustment and when his
people needed to improvise.



Understanding sleep 
It has been calculated that humans spend
an average of one third of their l ives
sleeping. Who would have thought that
sleeping would take up so much time of
our l i fe? Although it might seem so time
consuming, the importance of sleep goes
beyond its basic necessity for survival.

Researchers from the National Institute of
Neurological Disorders and Stroke have
proven that within the 7-9 hour period
that the body is asleep, the brain uses
this time to restore itself by clearing out
all toxins that build up during the day, a
process that cannot be done when the
body is in its conscious state. 

The exact process of the brain’s
restoration however, is sti l l  unknown. The
brain’s abil ity to restore and clear toxins
for the improvement of its overall function
proves to show how active the brain is
during that period of t ime when our body
is not. 

Stages of Sleep 
In the unconscious state during which our
body is asleep, our brain produces
different brain waves and neuronal
activity, causing our body to go through
two phases of sleep: non-REM sleep and
REM sleep.

The abbreviation REM is short for rapid
eye movement, however, this eye
movement behind our closed lids does not
occur unti l the last stage of sleep.

Non-REM sleep occurs in the first three
stages in which our body enters its
unconscious state. In the first stage, the
brain transitions from its conscious state
to sleep. This l ight sleep stage slows
brain activity, breathing, and heartbeat as
the body eases itself into slumber. 

In the second stage, the body’s functions
continue to lower, as well as its
temperature. Although the brain’s activity
remains to slow down, small sparks of
electrical activity are detected. 

The third stage is the stage your body
enters its deep sleep. At this stage, your
brain and body’s functions drop to their
lowest points. 

Soon after, the body enters its last stage
― REM sleep. It is at this stage that rapid
eye movement begins, and the brain
becomes strikingly active, as if i t were in
the body’s conscious state. This is when
our brains start creating all sorts of visual
imagery, with familiar characters in
distorted situations. Dreams unravel and
become the most vivid in this final stage.

This cycle eventually repeats itself, and
the brain enters the REM stage 4 to 5
more times, which might explain why we
experience a series of fragments of
different dreams that have no correlation
between them whatsoever!



It all started long ago when these strange
Light beings faced extinction in their
world due to excessive consumption of
natural resources. All the warnings to
cease their actions had gone unheeded.
Until f inally, the entire planet’s
ecosystems crumbled resulting in massive
catastrophic disasters. A massive loss of
l ife ensued as the devastation triggered
more and more seemingly unrelated
calamities. A dark cloud had descended
over the near-perfect, god-like beings.

In the desperate scramble to save their
world, it was discovered that the chemical
element of gold had the ideal makeup to
patch up massive caverns that had
formed over the millennia of unchecked
depletion of the minerals, gases, and
other resources deep in the interior of the
planetary mass. These gigantic empty  

spaces threatened the structural stabil ity
of that entire globe. As it turned out, gold
was rare on that planet, and so after a
quick scout around our solar system, the
gods discovered a humble blue planet
and descended upon it to mine for the
gold.

First came the one called Nobu. This
being was a feline-faced, slender figure,
who stood at a towering height of 12 feet
tall. Nobu was Toku’s first born child and
the brains of the Earth task-force
expedition. She was deep into the STEM
subjects and was an avid inventor of all
manner of wacky yet useful gadgetry. She
had a reputation for being a troublemaker
in the alien society but always got away
with it because her eccentricity was the
source of her genius, which was highly
valued and praised by all.



A forgetful mystery...
The mechanism and function behind
dreams continues to show how complex
our human brain is, and how much more
there is to discover.

Although we might not have all the
answers to why our brain functions the
way it does, or what the exact purpose of
dreams are, or even why we remember
only some parts of our dream and forget
the rest, this mystery behind these
unanswered questions is what keeps
people fascinated simply by not knowing
the unknown. Maybe dreams uncover
emotions, thoughts, or desires that our
conscious mind is not aware of itself?
Maybe the purpose of dreams is to shine
light on the true person we are deep
down? Or maybe it is preparing the brain
itself for the unknown, whatever that
might be. However, of all these questions,
perhaps the one we should be more
focused on is: Maybe some mysteries are
meant to be left unsolved?

What about dreams?!
Dreams are scientif ically described as
hallucinations that we experience when
the brain is at its most active state during
sleep.

Dreams carry a mysterious quality to
them, as they leave people and scientists
with questions that have no definite
answers as to why exactly we experience
dreams and if they hold some sort of
importance on the brain’s or body’s
overall function.

In REM sleep, significantly more brain
activity is observed in the hippocampus, a
section of the brain responsible for
memory and learning. This observation
allows scientists to conclude that there is
a strong connection between dreams and
memory. 

Dreams are different from one individual
to another, the reason being that dreams
reflect on the individual's reality. These
dreams are a distorted mirror of the
environment we live in, the people in the
past and present we associate ourselves
with, our inner thoughts and emotions,
and everything we have ever experienced
or observed in our l i fe. 

All of this information is stored in our
hippocampus as memories, which later on
at night, our brain uses small fragments
of to create a bizarre, happy, or even a
frightful conscious-like experience while
our body is in deep sleep.

 



Ever look up at the night sky in the
countryside and wonder if there was l ife
beyond our solar system?

My name is Sam Urai, the last king
of Gandawandaland. I was born
about 3520 years before Christ and
lived for over 700 years. Are you
surprised? Ha! In those days,
mankind’s l i fe span topped 900
years on average. You cannot
conceive of the world of my time as
it has been lost to history.
Furthermore, in antiquity, gods from
the heavens l ived among men on
this Earth. 

These gods taught mankind to
uti l ize our free wil l to reason and
they bestowed technology upon us.
All benefits and luxuries you enjoy
today, without exception, are
derived from their knowledge.
Everything from agricultural
techniques to architecture and civil
engineering, from art and music to
math and sciences. All of which
were holistically contained in a
single philosophy or worldview.
Practit ioners of this religion were
committed to developing character
and dignity. In turn, they acquired a
permanent divine grace and
longevity.

Once upon a time, there l ived a great
omnipotent king named Toku. This all-
powerful and benevolent king was
immortal and had ruled his kingdom since
the beginning of creation. His divine
kingdom was called Twelfth Heaven.
Located just outside our solar system, it
was populated by a race of strange and
enigmatic beings made of Light.







Living with a chronic or l i fe threatening i l lness brings a whole host
of challenges. Oftentimes, these challenges can be invisible. This
makes it harder for others to be compassionate and helpful. People
who experience medical issues can feel l ike their l i fe is out of their
control, which can make it really diff icult for them to reach out for
help. 

The goal of this series is to raise awareness about medical
conditions through storytell ing and through information. Knowledge
is power. Hearing and understanding people’s experiences can help
you be better equipped to respond the next t ime you encounter
someone with a medical condition. 

It wil l hopefully make you more aware and sensitive towards others
struggling. This can even be in the simplest form of avoiding the
generalization and misuse of medical conditions. Doing so
diminishes, undermines and devalues what individuals with those
conditions experience. For example, using expressions l ike you’re
retarded, I’m depressed, I’m so OCD can be hurtful to those who
have medical retardation, depression or OCD.

According to the World Health Organization, 
headache disorders are often misunderstood, 
underestimated and misdiagnosed 
throughout the world. They are amongst the 
most common nervous system disorders. 
These recurring headaches can be 
debil itating and can seriously damage 
one's quality of l i fe. Because they are
usually not l i fe-threatening, there is 
a lack of knowledge, understanding,
sympathy and awareness for people
who suffer from headache disorders.





Migraines also include experiencing
nausea, vertigo and distortion of sight.
Usually I ’ l l  experience tell-tale signs that
a migraine is setting in. 

It was at this point where I started taking
medications. They help decrease the
frequency and intensity of my migraines.
It also causes side effects l ike brain fog
which can be from the medication or the
migraines.

Migraines ≠ headaches 
People don’t understand the magnitude
and implications of having chronic
migraines. I wil l often be told to take
Tylenol and move on with my life. This is
a pretty universal response that those
who experience migraines wil l receive. 

If there was one thing I wish people would
know, it would be that migraines and
headaches are not the same thing.
Migraines can be debil itating. When I get
migraines, my eyes and head start
hurting. Lights and noise become
unbearable. I need to just lay down unti l i t
passes.

See It Through My Eyes
As a child, I had headaches but I didn’t
think much of it. When I was in grade
five, it was a known thing that I ’d get a
headache by 3:30 every day. 

When I was a l itt le older, I went to the
eye doctor. He was checking my eyes and
asked me if I was getting headaches to
which I responded the affirmative. He told
me that those are migraines based on my
sensitivity to the l ight. He suggested that
I stay away from certain foods l ike nuts,
seeds, cheese and wines. 

Although I became more cautious and
tried to avoid those food items, I was too
young to understand the magnitude of
what the doctor had told me.

Navigating in the Dark
When I was in tenth or eleventh grade,
my migraines increased dramatically. I
couldn’t go a week without missing days
of school. They started to come more
frequently and increasing in length and
intensity. 

My pediatrician referred me to see a
neurologist who conducted various exams
to make sure that there was nothing else
serious going on. 

My mother wanted me to hold off on
starting a prescription medicine. My uncle
is a doctor and my aunt gets migraines
too. We sent them the prescriptions to
look at. They suggested trying to find
another solution as this one can make
you become more forgetful.

Laying Low
By my first year of CEGEP, I was
experiencing waves of extended periods
of t ime where I’d be fine and then missing
more than three weeks at a time because
of migraines. They became so debil itating
that I was bed-bound. My migraines
lasted more between 8-12 hours. 

The name and all identifying details have been withheld for privacy.

If you'd l ike to share your story, email tjdc@tav.ca with 'breaking the
silence' as the subject l ine.

The following information is from the World Health Organization 



Human Connection in a Digital Environment

Technology has been in our l ives for a long time now. It has made a lot of progress since its
inception. It has become an integral part of our everyday l ives. It has changed the way we
communicate. Every step of the way, technology was being developed in its dynamic ways.

The human connection evolved because of technological advancements. We connect with
people in many ways that are fairly simple and straightforward to operate or use. We see
people through our screens to conversate and enjoy with each other, and we have these great
moments that truly define how we connect with each other.

Cultivation of Human Connection in a digital space

The pandemic has made us connect to our others through our devices more than ever. We
now attend our classes on our computer devices. Broadened examples would be, attending
our meetings, our club gatherings and activit ies, and, f inally, daily work meetings.

The creation of technology

The creation of digital media has changed the face of the world. We have all sorts of
platforms available to use for our businesses, for building a fundraising page, for important
causes, and way more in the technology aspect in which you can do so much.





Who is Andrew Matthews?
Andrew Matthews is an Australian author
and speaker. According to his site, he has
published his books in 47 languages and
addressed over 1000 international
corporations in happiness, well-being,
and prosperity. He also appeared on over
5000 radio and TV programs.

He gives you a better understanding of
your l i fe and your relationships. He also
shows you some new ideas of thinking,
those you can use to be happier and
healthier. 

“Follow Your Heart” has ten chapters, and
it talks about over three original concepts
of well-being in each chapter. One of the
biggest strengths of this book is that it is
easy to digest.

Dedicate Time to Your Soul
Give fifteen minutes per day to Andrew
Matthews and start an incredible journey
with him. Listen to his practical advice
with all of your heart. I assure you he wil l
inspire you, and you wil l change at least
some of your beliefs or thoughts after
finishing this book.

What does the book talk about?
“Follow Your Heart” wil l show you a new
horizon and engage you in lots of
thinking. There are dozens of ingenious
messages and useful advice waiting for
you to consider and use.

It also talks about that you are enough,
even with all of your flaws. The only thing
you need to do is to embrace the changes
and be happy with the existence of your
challenges. Working on your weaknesses
can strengthen you.

We are continuously being presented with
small challenges which we must learn to
overcome. “Unless we learn the lessons,
we get to take them again… again… and 

again.” (Matthews, 1997. p16).  Accepting
the full responsibil i ty for our obstacles
will make this growth process smoother
and more pleasant. Our problems are our
treasures, which can bring us spiritual
growth. 

Matthews covers some significant
concepts l ike the subconscious, the
miracle of gratitude and peace of mind,
passion, the secret of power, luck, family
and forgiveness, and love and fear are
other concepts that Andrew brought you
with his interesting methods of writ ing.

Individual’s stories
The author suggests that even though we
all have a story, we are not defined by
them. We do not belong to a particular
category. We can change the narrative of
our l ives if we are feeling unhappy with
the direction we are going in.

He believes we can deal with our
problems reasonably. If we are not happy
with what we do, there are always jobs
out there that belong to us. We can earn
money and love what we do at the same
time. Matthews teaches us to be
comfortable with money, and to enjoy
what we have in l i fe. Thus, there is a
chapter that helps us understand more
about the benefit of the detachment of
money, lovers, etc.

The school of life
Hard work is necessary to our growth.
There is almost no way out of it. It is
important to learn how to navigate the
ups and downs of our l ives. Life can be
compared to school, which means that as
long as you are breathing, the class is in
session.





Looking back at 2020, we can all say that we went through lots of worries and
diff iculties. We were afraid of what the future might bring us. Fortunately, I
read this book in those months. While reading, I realized that even in the most
stressful days of my life, I must try to advance my thoughts and feelings.

If you feel the same, maybe you want to give it a chance and read it. This
article is here to introduce a book that is perfect to enlighten your l i fe.



Have you ever sensed that t ime felt weird
in 2020 or that it speeds up as we get
older?

We, human beings, are actually
considered to have a naive perception of
the flow of t ime. The way we think about
time and its one-way direction flow, in
fact, doesn’t correspond to physical
reality. We believe that t ime is
irreversible and the past can never be
experienced again. We can feel its f low
when the season changes, when the sun
sets, and thereafter rises again, when we
get older and when we are reminded of
our memories. The past is a part of
history. The present is the moment we
live in. The future is the present that is
yet to come, and wil l soon become a part
of the past. However, the question that
should be asked is whether these
assumptions are actual realit ies of the
physical world or created by the human
mind. In fact, several studies show that
our perception of t ime is unstable and
prone to i l lusions.

Time Perception
Sometimes, we feel l ike years pass in a
blink of an eye, or some memories from
ten years ago seem very real to us that it
makes it hard to believe that such a long
period of t ime has actually passed. Other
times, a minute can last forever while we
are waiting for a l ight to turn green. In
fact, Humans are l ikely to rely on their
memory rather than their knowledge to
recall the events occurring within their
l i fetime. However, one must consider 
that the memory distorts the perception 
of t ime, and affects the sense of 
when an event has actually 
taken place.  

There is a theory, known as the
“proportional theory”, which suggests that
our perception of t ime is proportional to
the length of our l i fespan.

This hypothesis states that as we age,
our sense of present starts to feel
relatively short in comparison to our
entire l i fespan. It is also determined that
how long a duration feels depends on how
many events in it can be recalled.
Therefore, when only a few special
events happen in our personal l i fe during
a year, that year wil l relatively seem
shorter to us compared to a year full of
important events.

The Idea of Timeless Reality
According to the operational meaning,
time is simply what a clock displays.
Nevertheless, the scientif ic definit ion of
time completely differs from what we have
in mind. Physicist Victor J. Stenger, in the
book “Timeless reality”, declares that,
based on established principles of
simplicity and symmetry, reality is l i terally
timeless at its deepest level.
Furthermore, he explains that t ime is
actually reversible. In opposition to our
basic sense of t ime, the fundamental
reality of the phenomena occurring
around us might be with no beginning, no
end and no arrow of t ime.



Rethink and redesign: 
Open your mind and apply changes in the way that you consume. Choose eco-friendly
products and options that reduce waste.  Vrac & Bocaux, Loco, and Megavrac, are just a
few of the zero-waste grocery stores in Montreal.

Refuse: 
Refuse to use items that are not necessary such as single-use plastic.  

Reduce: 
Whenever you go to consume something, think if  i t  is really necessary.  Think about the
resources that had to be used in its manufacture and the destination that it  wil l  have after
being used.

Recycling: 
Check your city's waste program to f ind out what can be recycled.
Download the APP: Ça va où? This wil l  help you clarify the bin in which each item should
go.
Identify the Ecocenter closest to your home, to bring there electrical  objects,  clothes in
good condition,  construction materials and Hazard materials.

Composting: 
If  the collection of organic waste is not available in your neighborhood, you can take the
material  to the community composters or dare to use it  in your own garden.

BE PART OF ZERO WASTE REVOLUTION
Here are some recommendations that you can implement to be part of  the change:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

The garbage crisis is a reality that is causing irreversible damage to the environment.  A big part
of the solution is to have a responsible consumption, incorporate environmentally fr iendly habits,
and be aware that every decision you make in your daily routine counts!



the top of mount Everest due to lower
gravity and higher rotational velocity
compared to the sea level. If you were
standing on the top of Mount Everest, it
may feel as though the new year begins a
few minutes earlier for you compared to
people standing at the sea level.

Conclusion
All in all, although many things may seem
real to us, they may be only the
constructs of the human imagination and
don’t correspond to the actual truth.
Reality might completely differ from how
we see and feel it. We might have been
given wrong information all along our
lives. So it ’s good to doubt our knowledge
once a while and ask yourselves
questions. Why do we believe certain
things? How do we feel a certain way
about something? What is the science
and logic behind the phenomena we are
surrounded by? Even though definite
answers might not be found for some
questions, at least we wil l be one step
closer to reality.

In fact, the one-direction flow of t ime is
not found in any of the laws of physics .
All the basic physical phenomena are
entirely or mostly time-symmetric and can
occur in either direction of t ime.
Therefore, if you watch a video of a
physical process, you would not be able
to tell i f i t is being played forwards or
backwards, as both would be equally
feasible. Specifically, when it comes to
quantum phenomena and events on an
atomic and subatomic level, no trace of
time direction can be found.

Neuroscientist Abhij it Naskar, in his book
“Love, God & Neurons”, argues that t ime
is basically an i l lusion created by the
mind to aid in our sense of temporal
presence in the space. Furthermore, he
mentions that there is no actual existence
of the past and the future and all that
there is, is the present. All we sense is
the virtual perception of the past and the
future which is created by our neurons,
based on all our experiences.

Einstein’s Theory of relativity
Albert Einstein also showed that t ime is
an i l lusion. According to his theory of
relativity, not only there is no significance
to the present moment but also all the
other moments of l i fe are equally real.
Moreover, he suggests that simultaneity
is relative. This argues that spatially
separated events occurring at the same
time is not an absolute fact. Distant
simultaneity, in fact, depends on the
observer’s reference frame.

Gravity and speed are two key factors of
the observer’s reference frame in the
concept of Relativity of simultaneity. As
claimed by Einstein, the faster one moves
through space, the slower they move
through time. Also, the closer one is to a
gravitational f ield of an object, such as
the earth, the slower the time goes for
them. For instance, t ime goes faster at 



Many people tend to think that recycling
is the main solution to this environmental
problem. However, recycling is not the
answer to solve the waste crisis
considering the efforts required for this
process, such as the use of new
resources, the consumption of water and
energy, transportation, packaging and so
on. Although recycling is part of the
solution, it cannot be an excuse to ignore
the underlying problem:
OVERCONSUMPTION.

On the other hand, not all packaging or
items that are       considered recyclable
or have this symbol are able to be
recycled because each local government
has its own recycling system. Waste
management in each city varies according
to the technology available in the sorting
plants and the needs of the companies to
which the material is sold. BE PART OF THE SOLUTION!

According to information reported by the
World Bank, North America is the region
with the highest generation of garbage
per capita. In 2016, the total garbage
generated was 289 mill ion tons, with an
average of 2.21 kilograms per capita per
day. The good news is that public and
private actions are being generated to
solve the environmental crisis generated
by waste. For example, Montreal is
implementing a plan with the objective of
being a zero-waste city by 2030.

IT SOUNDS IMPOSSIBLE BUT IT IS
POSSIBLE!
Kamikatsu is a small city located in Japan
that is l isted as the world's first zero-
waste municipality. Sweden is another
successful example in the field of waste
management through an innovative
waste-to-energy (WTE) program. This
system has been so successful that the
country has begun to import waste from
other regions.

In both cases, one of the greatest factors
that has allowed this environmental
revolution is the commitment of each
citizen.

For this reason, every  cit izen should take
the time to educate themselves on the
particularit ies of the waste management
program of their city.





However, new consumer habits and rapid
population growth have caused one of the
most sensitive problems we face today:
the excessive generation of waste.
According to the World Bank, around
2.010 mill ion tons of urban solid waste
were generated during 2016. This is an
exorbitant f igure, which generates more
concern when considering the
participation of the methods of its
disposal worldwide. Around 37% of waste
is deposited in sanitary landfi l ls, 33% in
open landfi l ls, 19% is recovered through
compost and recycling and the remaining
11% is treated by plants heat treatment or
incinerators

Waste discarded in open dumps and
landfil ls that do not have an adequate gas
collection system, cause the emission of
greenhouse gases and consequently
climate change. For its part, waste
deposited in the sea is causing the
extinction of species and negative effects
on human health due to the consumption
of microplastics.

It is true that waste has been present
since the beginning of the development of
human civil ization. However, in ancient 

t imes, the largest proportion of the waste
generated was organic which means that
it was deposited on the ground and
decomposed easily. In contrast, most of
the waste produced in modern society
takes long periods of t ime to biodegrade.
For example, a plastic bottle can take
between 450 and 1,000 years to
decompose, plastic cutlery 400 years,
and disposable masks 450 years. While
other materials such as Styrofoam © (The
white material that is usually used in
boxes to protect delicate products such
as computers and televisions and is also
used to pack food and beverages) and
Tinfoil cannot decompose due to their
chemical characteristics and wil l remain
in the landfi l ls forever.

ZERO WASTE
Faced with this situation, different
movements have appeared, such as the
"Zero Waste" ideology that is based on
the conservation of all resources through
responsible consumption and
environmentally friendly production
processes. The principles established in
this approach can be visualized in the
Zero Waste hierarchy:



What is stress? 
According to the Mental Health foundation,
stress is our body's response to pressure
related situations which can lead to physical,
mental and emotional changes. When we feel
l ike we are in danger, our bodies go into a
“fight” or “f l ight” response. Stress can cause
short term as well as long term health issues
or problems. Catecholamines (including
adrenaline and noradrenaline hormones) are
triggered by the adrenal gland during the
short term stress. Similarly, during long term
stress cortisol is released and a high
increase of cortisol leads to Cushing's
syndrome, which makes you feel t ired and
weak. Even though stress is unpredictable,
there are many ways to control it. These
include following a proper healthy diet,
exercise and getting enough sleep.



WALLE, a Disney movie released in 2008, is perhaps one of the fi lms that
best reflects how the earth wil l be in the future if human beings continue
upholding the same lifestyle.

It is undeniable that since the industrial revolution, there have been
significant advancements  which have ensured better conditions in nutrit ion,
hygiene, and medicine, and therefore a greater l i fe expectancy. In addition,
other inventions have facil i tated some of the tasks that were challenging for
our ancestors, such as machinery for operation in the field, vehicles as a
means of transport, and mobile devices that make possible communication.



i t  wil l  disrupt the release of melatonin.
This hormone controls the sleep-wake
cycle. In an article written by Sleepscore,
research shows that lack of sleep can
make you more impulsive, and more
sensitive to negative stimuli. Sleep
deprivation can give rise to stress in a
number of ways. It is our job to give our
brain some rest so that we can be active
and improve our concentration, thinking
skil ls.

Small efforts lead to good
results
In order to be able to reduce or overcome
stress, we should begin to follow a
healthy diet meal, perform some sort of
physical activity and most importantly get
the right amount of sleep. These small
efforts wil l allow your brain to think freely.
You wil l feel confident and full of energy.

Why follow a healthy diet? 
Following a proper diet is very important
for our body. According to Matthew J.
Kuchan, Ph.D., a senior research
scientist at Abbott, "Eating a healthy diet
can reduce the negative effects of stress
on your body," These include
cardiovascular disease, heart attacks and
high blood pressure. According to the
VeryMindwell article, coffee does boost
your body immediately but it also
increases the cortisol levels in your body.
Fish and nuts contain omega 3-fats,
which play a role in the regulation of
mood.  In an article published by the
journal Nutrients, researchers Jiwon Kim
and Jihye Kim have found that green tea
which contains an amino acid, called
theanine, which acts as an anti-stress
benefit for people fighting with
depression. At the end of the day, it is
very important to take a proper healthy
diet.

Feel Fresh, Feel Good
The most important factors in reducing
stress is exercise. We already know that
exercise is good for weight loss and
improving muscle strength but did you
know it also helps in the production of
endorphins? According to an Exercise
and Depression article, their role is to
reduce pain and increase positive
feelings. The famous philosopher, “Saint
Thomad Aquanias”, mentioned that, “All
men need leisure”. Exercise is a way to
distract ourselves from the daily grind of
our l ives.  When we are involved in  some
type of physical activity, our minds are
relaxed and we are able to think freely.

Connection between Stress and
Sleep levels
Getting an adequate amount of sleep is
mandatory. As per the National Sleep
foundation guidelines, an adult needs 7 to
9 hours of sleep per night. Usually if our
cortisol level increases during the night,




